Unexpected ultrasonographic prenatal diagnosis of autosomal dominant polycystic kidney disease.
The prenatal diagnosis of autosomal dominant polycystic kidney disease (ADPKD) is now being reported with increasing frequency. We report three cases and review 12 cases of ADPKD diagnosed in the fetus by ultrasonographic findings. Increased echogenicity and renal enlargement are the main ultrasonographic signs of ADPKD. Renal cysts are uncommon. Diagnosis is easy in a family with a positive ADPKD history. Conversely, there may be no apparent family history, as in our three cases and three cases from the literature. We consider the problems of unexpected diagnosis, family investigation, and the prognosis of ADPKD in children with prenatally diagnosable forms.